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Chris Vaughan recently flew over to LA to firm up his knowledge of the beach scene around

the glamorous City of Angels. In the second of our ‘California Uncovered’ series Chris guides
us through the palm-clad boulevards of Santa Monica, Huntington and Newport Beach.
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A Tale of 3 Beaches

Like most people, I've read a lot about LA so | was full of anticipation for my first taste of the city.
Flying into LAX, you’ll pass over miles upon mile of Los Angeles, twinkling prettily at night or
shining bright during daytime under the California sun and you’ll wonder how people can ever
find their way out of the maze of palm-lined streets and avenues.

The city is known for being an exciting juxtaposition of celebrity lifestyle and authentic
downtown energy, with the bold Hollywood sign gazing majestically over many vibrant districts
below. As expected, there’s glamorous shopping on Rodeo Drive and celebrity-spotting in
Beverly Hills as well as the delights of Hollywood at Universal Studios or on the Walk of Fame.

But those of you wanting to explore further afield and perhaps catch some rays may be
surprised to find that the nearest beach is approximately eight miles away - making the

splendour of the West Coast ripe for exploration.

Downtown Santa Monica
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Santa Monica is the starting point for all coastal exploits, being the closest beachfront to the city
centre. This pretty, bustling oceanfront town positively reverberates with the spirit of the 50’s,
centred around the fabulous and somewhat kitsch amusement pier where it’s traditional to take
a ride on the huge Ferris wheel (and maybe a selfie too while you’re at it) when you visit these
parts.

Of course, the true delight has to be the expanse of golden sand stretching in front of the city —
far wider than those usually found in Europe. It’s not all about the sun lounger; for the
cosmopolitan types there are plenty of upscale shopping malls and streets for you to venture
into and a culinary culture to rival the best, complete with regular farmer’s market and plenty of
trend-setting eateries.

Once you’ve spent a few days soaking up the delights of this seaside stop, why not consider
heading a little further south along the coast? You’ll be surprised at how much change an hour’s
drive can make if you decide to take the scenic Pacific Coast Highway along to Huntington.
Here the culture is all about surfing, with a surfer’s walk of fame and miles of unspoilt
beachfront.

Huntington Pier
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Gone is the brightly-coloured pier of Santa Monica, instead replaced by a beautifully uncluttered
pier that struts into the ocean and ends with a Ruby’s diner perched precariously at the tip. You
may actually recognize the beachfront if you stop by — it's streamed live to Hollister stores all
over the UK so you might have seen these golden sands before. Huntington truly is the
American idyll, offering trendy food outlets and a laid-back vibe.

Still not done with the coast? Why not head on to Newport Beach. It’s a quarter of an hour away
but presents yet another scene for visitors to experience. The tone here is decidedly upmarket,
with stunning resorts, luxury shopping and gourmet dining to be enjoyed close at hand. Hire a
Segway and zoom along the promenade for a fun thrill or head onto the pier to make a trip to
the Ruby’s diner — set at the end as if in homage to Huntington’s pier.

Newport Pier and Beach
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For the ultimate in Newport luxury I'd suggest a stay at the Pelican Hill Resort. This gigantic
hillside resort overlooks the town and the ocean while offering two golf courses, a world-class
spa and exquisite dining. A shopping trip to Fashion Island complete the experience — offering
outdoor retail therapy in the form of many well-known shops such as Nordstrom and Macy’s.

There we have it — three glorious beaches and a cumulative driving distance of just 65 miles in

and around Los Angeles — all starting from the popular hub of LAX and the perfect base from
which to explore the rest of California. Who’d have known it could be so easy?
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Footprints Magazine

For some great articles check out our FREE Footprints digital magazine! Just search Hayes
and Jarvis on the Newsstand and download onto your iPad. Each edition is full of expert

advice and great holiday inspiration across our range of destinations.

Thailand Travel Guide

Discover the land of smiles - we've covered everything from visa information to our
favourite street food recommendations. Read our travel guides across our range of
destinations, designed to inspire you and help you plan your holiday.

Read more articles

Popular Latest Comments

Our Team's Tour of Rajasthan, India >

Irresistible India
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What's Your Happy Place? >

Blue Monday

Kenya Travel Guide >

My First Safari

Choose Hayes and Jarvis for...

Expertise

Our travel experts know our destinations inside out, they've either lived in or regularly
visited the places they sell. Our excellent local relationships, built over 60 years of
experience, enable us to negotiate many extras for your holiday, from free night discounts
to free upgrades.

Flexibility

We give you the ultimate choice from over 55 handpicked destinations, a wide range of
UK departure airports, an extensive choice of airlines, flexible durations and the ability to
build you your own personalised itinerary, whether it is to one destination or many.

Holiday with Peace of Mind

Low deposits available on many of our holidays.
All holidays are fully regulated and protected.

w8 () DABTA
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Contact Us
New Bookings: 01293 735427*
Existing Bookings: 0333 200 2045*

Sign Up for Our Latest Offers via Email

*0844 & 0843 - Calls cost 5p/min plus set up fee of up to 6p from a BT landline.
0871 - Calls cost 10p/min plus set up fee of up to 6p from a BT landline.

0808 - Calls are free

01293 and 0333 - Calls are charged at your providers' local or national rate.

Mobile and other providers' charges may vary.

Before You Book

ATOL Protected Holidays
Holidays from Our Partners
Responsible Tourism

FCO Travel Advice

More Information

About Hayes and Jarvis
Careers

Around the World Podcast

Once You've Booked
Airport Parking and Lounge
Pay Your Holiday Balance
Special Assistance

Travel Information

Travel Insurance

After Your Holiday
Give Us Your Feedback

We accept:

Bookings made by credit card incur a fee of 2 percent. There is no charge when paying by debit card.
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Hayes and Jarvis hotels feature candid TripAdvisor reviews to help you plan and book your perfect trip.

Media Enquiries TUI Group  Cookie Policy Privacy Policy Terms and Conditions
FAQs Agent Login

Many of the flights and flight-inclusive holidays on this website are financially protected by the ATOL scheme but ATOL
protection does not apply to all holiday and travel services listed. Please ask us to confirm what protection may apply to your
booking. If you do not receive an ATOL Certificate then the booking will not be ATOL protected. If you do receive an ATOL
Certificate but all the parts of your trip are not listed on it, those parts will not be ATOL protected. Please see our booking

conditions at www.hayesandjarvis.co.uk/about-us/booking-with-hayes-and-jarvis/terms-and-conditions/ for information or for

more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk. We will provide you with financial
protection for any package holidays you buy from us that do not include travel by air by way of a bond held by ABTA. For further
information, visit the ABTA website at www.abta.com. If you book arrangements other than an ATOL protected flight or a
package holiday, the financial protection referred to above does not apply. Our ATOL number is 1275 and our ABTA number is

V1464.

Hayes & Jarvis is a trading name of Hayes & Jarvis (Travel) Limited, a member of the TUI Group of companies.

Hayes and Jarvis (Travel) Limited. Registered in England. Company Number: 509596.

Registered Office: TUI Travel House, Crawley Business Quarter, Fleming Way, Crawley, West Sussex, RH10 9QL. VAT. Number:
135602828.

Copyright notice 2013
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